JCMS Parent’s Guide to the Common Core Standards
in Mathematics
	This is an overview of the common core standards for mathematics for each grade level, as well as a look at why we have new standards and what you can do to help.






Why do we need standards?
Standards are used to assure that all students, regardless of location are properly prepared to be successful in college and the workforce.  They set clear expectations of high goals built on the knowledge and skills of the students.  Standards alone do not mean success for a student, but they give clear directions for learning to teachers, parents, and students.  These clearly defined goals help parents and teachers work together and know when student need help or to be given more challenges.  The standards are written to increase critical thinking skills which prepare students for both the workforce and for college.


How can I help my child?
· Be positive about school.
· Set high expectations for success at home. 
· Help your child make good choices.  
· Seek extra help when needed.
· Talk to your child’s teacher.
· Make a place for them to study at home.
· Be supportive of their efforts.
· Celebrate with your Child when they succeed or reach a goal.
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On the reverse side of this page is a document that shows an overview of the Common Core Standards by Grade level. At JCMS we have taken elements of 8th grade and added them to Pre-Algebra in 7th grade and Algebra in 8th grade.  This will show you the general concepts that will be covered over the course of the year.  You will notice the Mathematical Practices to the left, these are common in the standards K-12.  The idea is that the standards are practiced continually throughout the content.  Look through them, and find ways that you can help your child to understand these practices. 


