Fayette County Public Schools Math Team

Practice Match Rules

Math teams in Fayette County participate in five practice matches from mid-October to mid-December.  The Math Teams follow a game show format to motivate middle school age students to explore mathematics.  The option to include a problem-solving format is also encouraged if agreed upon by both participating coaches.   Coaches should realize that the focus of the Math Team practice matches is primarily motivational rather that competitive.  

I. Names of team members should be displayed using name plates at all times during the competition.

II. The home team is responsible for arranging of trained officials:

 quizmaster (conduct toss-up/bonus matches including reading question,    responding to answers, and stopping the clock if necessary) ,

 timekeeper (time responses to each question: 10 seconds for toss-ups, 30 seconds for bonuses),

 scorekeeper (record running scores-1point for toss-up, 2 points for bonuses)

 and head judge (verify the accuracy of questions as they are read and of answers as they are given), 

facilities, paper copies of the toss-up/bonus questions, publicity if desired, buzzer systems, paper and informing the opposing team of the arrangements-and reporting the results to Natalee Feese.

Each coach may assume the role of one trained official, but coaches cannot assume the roles of two or more officials at the same time.

III. While questions for practice matches are to be developed by the home team, questions can be coordinated with the visiting coach if both coaches agree to this decision.

IV. Each practice match is to consist of two toss-up/bonus matches.  Each match will consist of 15 toss-up/bonus questions.  Ten seconds and 30 seconds, respectively, will be allowed for toss-up and bonus questions worth 1 and 2 points each.  Toss-ups are to be solved individually; teams may consult during bonus questions.  If the team awarded the bonus question does not answer correctly, then the opposing team can get 1 point for an immediate correct response.  

If both coaches agree, a problem-solving event or team question (s) may be conducted to prepare students for the team round in the Regional MathCounts competition.  In addition, a JV match should be held if both schools have a JV team.
