MYSTERY NUMBERS
Place a mystery card on the back of each student so that other students can see it, but not the student him/herself.
The challenge is for the student to guess what is displayed on his/her back by asking questions which may be answered “Yes” or “No”
Rules:
1. You can only ask questions which may be answered “Yes” or “No”.
2. You may ask only one question to each person.
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Before you ask another student a question, you must first ask their name.
4. You may ask no more than two questions which focus on putting numbers in order (greater than or less than).
5. You may not ask questions which refer to the location of the number on the display showing the possibilities.
6. Answer all questions based on the form on of the number on the questioner’s card.
7. Record the result of each question on a recording sheet or index card. For example, “It is a fraction.” Or, “It is positive.”
8. When you have identified your mystery number, move the card around to the front of your chest and continue to be available to answer questions until everyone has guessed their mystery number. Also, go to the SMART board and mark off your number.
Note: Variations could include using geometric shapes or vocabulary words instead of numbers. Rules might have to be altered slightly.
Note: Brainstorming possible vocabulary words to use in questions will help students focus. Words might include factor, rational number, irrational number, mixed number, simplest form, unit fraction, etc.
Note: Take the activity a step further by having the students line up in numerical order, if there are two cards with the same value, have the students stand in front of each other.
SAMPLE MYSTERY NUMBERS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



